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What Is Social Vulnerability? 
• Describes a population’s ability to 
prepare for, respond to, and recover 
from hazards and disasters. 
Cutter, Boruff, and Shirley (2003) 
 
Mapping Risks and 
Vulnerability 
• Increased availability of geographic 
information has led to interest in 
harnessing this technology to inform 
decision-making. 
• How should information that’s 
developed be used guide planning? 
Why Include Social 
Vulnerability  
Data in Adaptation Mapping? 
• It may better predict risk. 
• It may provide a basis for 
planning decisions. 
• But recognize the complexities 
with using social vulnerability 
data.  
Issues and 
Opportunities 
• Consider legal issues and 
policy goals. 
• Consider principles to 
guide decision-makers to 
develop and use 
information. 
Principle #1: Develop Maps 
That Non-Technical Experts 
Can Understand 
Principle #2: Consider  
“Participatory Modeling” 
and Bring Multiple 
Perspectives Into the 
Process 
Principle #3: Avoid “Strict 
Scrutiny” Concerns 
Principle #4: Acknowledge 
Modeling and Data 
Constraints  
(Tools, Not “Truths”) 
Project Partners 
